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resting at an elevation of between four and five thousand feet
above the same level.

58rd. From Nungklow, which stands on the edge of the
northern crest, to MooSmye, which is similarly situated on
the southern verge of this elevated region, the direct distance
is about 35 miles : and it is within these limits, that the region
is included,, whose salubrity has been so much extolled by its
friends, and so much questioned by its opponents.

54th. Between Moosmye and Tara Ghaut, at the foot of
the hills, a distance of about seven miles, is comprised the
third division of this mountain tract, which consists of the
steep face of the range, and like that on the Assam side, is
densely wooded, and at certain seasons of the year, highly
insalubrious. Viewed from the country below, it appears to
spring almost perpendicularly from the plains to an elevation
of five thousand feet; in some places, deep chasms are seen
penetrating far into its massive flanks, forming the natural
channels of numerous torrents, which reach the open country
by a succession of rapidsand falls, overrocky beds, of considera-
ble depth. In other spots, during the colcl and dry seasons
of the year, the sites of numerous cataracts are marked by a
thin silvery line, extending in some instances, from the very
crest of the elevated central plateau, nearly one-fourth down
the perpendicular face of the ascent; and in the rains, these
attenuated and glittering lines become foaming cataracts,
which pour a vast column of water over the rocky ledges of
the table-land. The one most celebrated is situated near
the village of Moosmye, where there is an unbroken perpen-
dicular descent of one thousand feet, through which th6
column of water is precipitated, upon the rocky masses
below.

55th. The groves or plantations, from which the whole of
Bengal is supplied with oranges, occupy a belt of from one
to two miles iu breadth, at the sloping base of the mountains^
and in a soil formed of the detritus of the limestone, which
constitutes the principal rock on this side of the range;
limes and pine-apples, the jack-fruit and mangoes, betul-nut
and plantains also grow luxuriantly, to an elevation of nearly